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Description

This community white paper will present the origins, evolution and future challenges of JCOMMOPS, the Joint WMO-IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM) Observing Platform Support Centre.

JCOMMOPS was formally established by JCOMM in 2001, building upon coordination facilities of the:

· Data Buoy Cooperation Panel (including drifting and moored buoys), 
· Ship Observations Team (including SOOPIP, ASAP, VOS - XBTs, TSGs, atmospheric soundings from ships, meteorological observations from ships)
· Argo profiling float programme

· OceanSITES Project Office (as of 2008).
JCOMMOPS is a component of the international coordination mechanism, which aims on behalf of JCOMM, and following the direction of the panels and steering teams, to:
· assist as appropriate in the implementation of the Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS)
· develop synergies between observing systems
· assist in the planning, implementation and operations of the observing systems 
· monitor and evaluate the performance of the networks
· encourage cooperation between communities and member states
· encourage data sharing 
· assist in data distribution on Internet and GTS
· relay users feedback on data quality to platforms operators
· provide technical assistance and user worldwide support 
· act as a clearing house and focal point on all programmes aspects
The paper will review the current status of observing networks in the global oceans monitored by JCOMMOPS, as well as outlining the progress made towards creating a global observing system support centre through JCOMMOPS. 

It will then provide some examples of how the communities contributing to it have benefitted from having such a centre. The chairs of the contributing panels and programs will provide some input on the development of JCOMMOPS to-date. Some of the services provided by JCOMMOPS will also be presented. 
The white paper will conclude by outlining the priorities and aims for expansion and development of JCOMMOPS over the next decade - in line with the aims of the JCOMM Observations Program Area Coordination Group and giving consideration to the goals of its component panels and other communities which would like to become part of the future JCOMMOPS.
