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Description

The Marine Climatological Summaries Scheme (MCSS) was first proposed at the third session of WMO Commission on Marine Meteorology in 1960, and eventually adopted at the fourth congress in 1963. The objective was to establish a joint effort of all maritime nations in the preparation and publication of climatological statistics and charts for the oceans. Eight countries each with a specific ocean area of responsibility were designated to process the data in prescribed forms and regularly publish climatological summaries.  In 1993, to help improve flow and quality control of global data, two Global Collecting Centres (GCCs) were established - one in the UK and one in Germany. 

For each area of responsibility, monthly, annual and decadal summaries were to be produced in either chart or tabular form.  The summaries would provide up to three pieces of information for a given element (i.e. for air temperature, mean, standard deviation and number of obs may be displayed) for a sample area of ocean.

At the JCOMM ETMC (Expert Team on Marine Climatology) meeting in Gdynia, July 2004, it was decided that a questionnaire should be produced and circulated among WMO members involved in marine climatology to determine members’ opinions on the MCSS. The results proved the need for change to bring the data processing, quality management and storage up-to-date and to align the output climatologies with modern user requirements.

This paper will describe the way in which MCSS will be modernised by the JCOMM task teams, TT-DMVOS & TT-MOCS, and the progress made to date.  In particular, the future end-to-end dataflow, the higher level of QC that will be developed and applied to the data, how the data may be stored and accessed and finally the modernised climatological products.
