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Abstract

This paper will review EuroSITES, a European FP7 Collaborative Project which will integrate Europe’s existing deep ocean observatories and contribute both to the subsea component of GMES (Global Monitoring for Environment and Security) and to the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS). EuroSITES focuses on enhancing and harmonising the current in situ infrastructure of 9 European deep ocean sites through best practice and common data management.  EuroSITES will bring about a major advance in the way the European community monitors the ocean interior, seafloor and sub-seafloor. The EuroSITES community supports Research and Development of innovative ocean observation technology. Specific science missions to be carried out within EuroSITES including the measurement of deep ocean oxygen consumption, mesozooplankton and pH will be briefly described. These all aim to progress European ocean observation technology beyond the current state-of-the-art.
The importance of the EuroSITES Oversight Committee will be highlighted as a key advisory panel and driver throughout the duration of the project, involving leading international scientists and key end users of ocean observational data such as the modelling community, data managers and outreach specialists.

Integrating and enhancing observatories both regionally and vertically into a coherent and mutually supportive network, EuroSITES will form an essential contribution towards the visions of EuroGOOS and GOOS of a sustainable and operational network of ocean observations. EuroSITES will complement and link with other existing European and International initiatives to contribute to the subsea component of GMES and to the future vision of GEOSS as a fully integrated operational global observing system.
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