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Description:
This paper will address the development, implementation and accomplishments of global coastal observing systems and networks over the past ten years, including those associated with the Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS), the Global Terrestrial Observing System (GTOS), and the Land-Ocean Interactions in the Coastal Zone (LOICZ) Programme, amongst others.  We will also examine the associated coordination efforts of the Coastal Theme of the Integrated Global Observing Strategy (IGOS) and the GEOSS Coastal Zone Community of Practice (CZCP).  A representative regional case study will be described, as will global efforts to bring together data providers (satellite and in situ) and users and finally anticipated challenges, opportunities and developments in global and regional coastal observing systems in the coming decade. This white paper will be part of a broader suite of coastal observation contributions including a sea level change decision support submission from Hans-Peter Plag et al.; a coastal GOOS implementation contribution from the GOOS Panel for Integrated Coastal Observations (PICO) and the GEOSS CZCP; and a related contribution by P. DiGiacomo et al. on coastal biological and biogeochemical observations, amongst others.  
