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The Chlorophyll Global Integrated Network (ChloroGIN) is a GOOS/GEO demonstration project that aims to bring together regional satellite data processing centres in developing and developed countries with users of satellite data and in situ data gathering efforts, focussed on issues related to marine ecosystems.  The project was initiated following recommendations of the "Plymouth Chlorophyll Meeting and Workshops (Extended Antares Network)" sponsored by GOOS, GEO, IOCCG, PML and POGO, 18 - 22 Sept 2006. ChloroGIN was inspired by the Antares network (www.antares.ws) that provides satellite coverage over Latin America. Its two main objectives are (a) to deliver products, namely maps of ocean chlorophyll and sea surface temperature, as indicators of the state of the ecosystem needed for ecosystem and fisheries management, and (b) at some sites, to provide a measure of light penetration into the ocean that is needed, along with the other two variables, to calculate plankton primary production. These are three of the core variables recommended for the Global Coastal Network listed in the GOOS Coastal Panel strategic plan.
ChloroGIN provides the framework under which a number of capacity building and data dissemination activities are being undertaken. ChloroGIN can also be seen as a global contribution to the GEO System of Systems (GEOSS) and through the current GEO task EC-06-07 (and in the 2009-2011 workplan in EC-09-01: Ecosystem Observation and Monitoring Network (GEO EcoNet)  TASK-EC-09-01 Regional Networks for Ecosystems)

Current activities include the ChloroGIN web portal (www.chlorogin.org) that provides a link to near-real time and archived measurements of remotely sensed ocean-colour products and SST for South America, Africa and the Indian Ocean. As an example, the African component of ChloroGIN links together existing RS servers and information systems to provide high resolution (1-km) products for northern and western African (Plymouth Marine Laboratory) and southern Africa (University of Cape Town), while lower resolution data for the whole of Africa are available via a web-based geographical information system (the EC Joint Research Centre). These provide an integrated and easy-to-use ocean observing and data dissemination system. A primary focus of ChloroGIN-Africa is sustainable capacity development, and the project fosters an integrated development environment through synergy with the African Large Marine Ecosystem Projects and other African marine research and development projects including the Global Ocean Observing Systems in Africa (GOOS-AFRICA) and the UNESCO Crosscutting project on the Applications of Satellite Remote Sensing for Integrated Management of Ecosystems and Water Resources in Africa.
ChloroGIN also provides the focus of the marine component of a new EC-Funded project called DevCoCast (GEONETCast for and by Developing Countries). DevCoCast is disseminating data from sources in South America, Africa and Europe to user communities in South America, Africa  and China in near-real time, via the EUMETCast satellite broadcasting system (operated by EUMETSAT), one of the 3 components of the GEO sponsored GEONETCast infrastructure (GEO task CB-06-04). The GEONETCast system is particularly valuable for disseminating environmental data where the internet infrastructure is relatively poor. Use of the products is promoted and supported through training workshops and the development of hands-on training material based on selected case studies from local ecosystems. 
Looking to the future, ChloroGIN is already forming the conceptual model for capacity building activities focussed on Africa, Asia and Latin America, and the model is being extending to include a wider diversity of satellite data types and applications. It will also form the nucleus to extend capacity building and capacity maintenance in terms of both technical and human infrastructure in developing countries to support the Millennium Development Goals. 

