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Description

In situ mass spectroscopy is a promising technology for in situ chemical sensors. Current instruments have their drawbacks but there are some technological routes to develop these instruments into useful tools for chemical ocean observation.  In situ mass spectrometers are capable to detect and quantify a variety of compounds rapidly.
Therefore I think that a review of in situ mass spectrometry in oceanography with it’s current limitations and future opportunities would be an adequate addition to the OceanObs’09 programme.
If that seems a bit too specialized for the committee I would suggest an overview of various spectroscopic in situ methods (e.g. Raman, LIBS) together with mass spectrometry. I am aware that this is a more technology centred suggestion (as opposed to parameter centred) than for other sensor topics suggested. This is due to the versatility of spectroscopic methods.
