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The Ship Of Opportunity Program planned at OceanObs99 was an XBT network largely carried out along fixed transects done by cargo ships. The transects have been monitored with high spatial or temporal density for a decade or more.  The current XBT network addresses objectives that cannot be attained by other observational platforms.  The main objective of this paper will be to evaluate the evolution of the XBT network since 1999, and to compare its current status against the recommendations made during the OceanObs 99 Symposium.  This paper will focus on the role of the XBT network and on the contribution of XBT observations in scientific research and operational applications. In recent years many XBT lines have been enhanced with TSGs, XCTDs, pCO2, ADCPs, CPRs, flouresence and radiometers. The enhanced network has the potential to provide streams of data that will support large scale, interdisciplinary oceanographic research. A new network will be proposed based on current scientific and operational needs.

