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Description

The Argo Steering Team (AST) is presently reviewing the design, implementation, status, and future evolution of the Argo Program. The AST’s Community White Paper for OceanObs09 will be prepared as an outcome of this review subsequent to the 3rd Argo Science Workshop, to be held in Hangzhou China in March 2009. The proposed structure of the White Paper is as follows:

1. Argo's progress toward accomplishing its original goals (including a review of the program's design).
2. Synergies and interdependence of Argo and other observing system elements.

3. Detection and analysis of climate change signals (heat content, steric sea level, hydrological cycle).

4. Other research achievements of the Argo Program.
5. The impact of Argo on operational reanalysis and prediction. 
6. The future evolution of Argo (new float technology, sensors, sampling domains).

Depending on length and other constraints, the White Paper may be broken into more than one paper or supplemented with materials describing specific future initiatives.
