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Dear co-chairs, distinguished guests, dear colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, 

To speak on behalf of EUMETSAT, and all the other sponsors at the OceanObs'09 Conference here in Venice, it is a great honor and privilege. This is even more the case since it is the first time that EUMETSAT has been actively involved in organizing an ocean conference. The reason we are doing so is clearly linked to a number of important developments in ocean observation that have taken place since last OceanObs Conference in 1999. 

The first development in this decade is the success of satellite missions such as Jason-1, Aqua, QuikSCAT and Envisat, which have helped to systematically measure the dynamic height, surface temperatures, wind and sea state, and ocean color over the global oceans; and this week we will hopefully see the successful launch of Oceansat-2, another exciting ocean mission from Israel. 

The second development is the progress of operational oceanography, guided by, for example, the GODAE project and its related projects. These projects have provided a strong input to further transition ocean remote sensing scientific activities into long-term operational missions. The availability of advanced ocean satellite sensors and the transition from scientifical oceanography to operational ocean monitoring has resulted in a strong dialogue between space agencies and the ocean community. 

Dedicated user consultation and satellite data user activities have increasingly been established during the decade, and have, for example, insured that operationally-critical user requirements, like for example for sea surface temperature or sea surface topography, have been properly taken into account in the development phase of new programs. I may as a meteorologist mention that this is in fact very similar to the development of numerical weather prediction in the precedent decades.

Additional stimuli for sustained operations have indeed come from the numerical weather prediction community itself, which is increasingly serving marine meteorology, and operating coupled ocean-atmosphere models for longer-term and seasonal weather prediction. And further even, the wider climate community, represented by GCOS, has identified the increasing need for sustained access to remote ocean sending data. And last, but not least, the 2004 tsunami has had a profound influence on the relationship between the ocean and society.

Today, through the CEOS partnership, the Committee on Earth Observing Satellites, we are clustering our global ocean remote sending capabilities and activies into a virtual constellation of missions for surface topography, for winds and sea state, for ocean color and soon also for high resolution sea surface temperature, to obtain the best synergy given the programmatic challenges.

Form a high-level global perspective these activities are key contributions to the GEO system of systems GEOSS, which will provide tools to support an even-wider variety of users and decisions makers. 

From a perspective of EUMETSAT, that is from a perspective of an entity committed to delivering reliable and sustainable services to end user communities, the launch of the OSTM/Jason-2 satellite in 2008, which came about through transatlantic cooperation between NASA, CNES, NOAA and EUMETSAT, was an important milestone. Based on expressed user requirements, the operation of a key mission for securing long term measurements of ocean surface topography and sea level rise was handed over to the operation space agencies NOAA and EUMETSAT.

In other words, the vision of the ocean community for an operational procurement of ocean observation from space has progressed significantly and EUMETSAT is providing a significant contribution to this mission. I would also like to highlight the ocean observations made by the EUMETSAT satellite MetOp A, which is delivering operational services for sea surface temperature, scatterometry and sea ice.

There is an increasing role and an increasing responsibility for the operational agencies and EUMETSAT and NOAA are very aware of this, and we are committed through our Joint Polar System partnership to deliver on this in the future. The capability to provide data and products on a long-term basis has become increasingly important, as was very visible at the World Climate Conference in Geneva some few weeks ago, and this is where we, EUMETSAT, see one of our core capabilities. EUMETSAT, together with its partners is activingly looking at ways and means of securing the vital data flows for the future, and specifically I am talking about our efforts to establish the Jason-3 programme, which we are confident, will launch in less than 4 years from now. We are also talking about activities in the context of the GMES, where Volker Liebig has just given an overview, but I am pretty confident we are not going to change our name, which has been very successful for the last twenty years.

All this is the reason why EUMETSAT is proud to be a co-sponsor of this important conference and I am pleased to learn that we are not the only new faces here, since the number of participants has more than doubled since the last conference in 1999. 

We are convinced that the OceanObs’09 Conference will map up milestones for the next years of ocean observations, and you can be assured that we as an operational satellite agency will have increasing contributions to this process.

Ladies and gentleman, dear colleagues, on behalf of the sponsors I thank the organizers of OceanObs'09 for putting together this great event, I thank you all for your attention and I wish you, and us, a stimulating week of ocean applications, observational products and science. 

Thank you.













