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The Community Fora were parallel topical sessions led by the international research organizations. They provided an opportunity for participants to debate in more detail, identify common plans or a common strategy to move forward, and to contribute to the conference outcome.
The Forum was organized by the Census of Marine Life, with Ron O’Dor as Chair and a Panel of specialists: Rusty Brainard (coral reefs), Tony Koslow (seamount ecosystems), Marlon Lewis (SCOR Technology Panel), Monica Muelbert (animal oceanographers), John Payne (coastal tracking) and Edward Vanden Berge (Ocean Biogeographic Information System).  After introductions from the Panel, Jesse Ausubel, CoML’s Sloan Foundation Program Officer, suggested that research on ocean biodiversity has unique problems and values, and should resist being driven by “climate imperialism”.

The chair reminded participants that the biodiversity community needs to provide a list of special priorities and associated costs, presenting his own favorites with associated prices, including a quiet-running research vessel similar to the G.O. Sars that CoML has used effectively on the Mid-Atlantic Ridge and a flying sequencing laboratory that could provide timely “barcodes” for specimens around the world to accelerate many biodiversity projects.  The proposed vessel, perhaps named Patricio Bernal, would be run by an international consortium like the International Ocean Drilling Program, under the IOC flag to document Southern Hemisphere biodiversity and resources.  

Despite having been considered as a “biological desert”, largely due to a lack of sampling, the vast mesopelagic volumes are among the habitats most in need of description in terms of biodiversity and biomass, and acoustic techniques seem to be best suited to study this area.  Participants discussed the importance of a variety of acoustic techniques, but also noted that these measurements have their limits and that optical measurements are still required.  Vivian Lutz noted that images and genetic techniques are essential aids to “naming the carbon”, but do not replace traditional taxonomic approaches. 

The importance of good data management was stressed, with dedicated databanks for specific types of data (akin to the data assembly centers used by some research projects), making sure the data are exchangeable, accessible, and interactive with physical and chemical data systems.  A global effort to consolidate animal-collected oceanographic data is expected to be online by 2010.  Luiz Valdes commented on the integration of OBIS as a program of IOC/IODE as being very positive.  John Gunn pointed to the need for a common strategy and a coordinated approach so that it was easier to get funds to do all those things. Shubha Sathyendranath suggested that more attention should be given to consolidating biodiversity, biogeochemistry, and ecosystems in a single proposal, not as separated issues.  A big, good idea would be more easily funded than many different scattered ones.  There was a reminder that a decade ago the physical oceanographic community was able to come up with the design of an observing system after having met specifically and formally for this. It was proposed that a similar kind of meeting with key people was needed to add a marine biodiversity observing system. 

There was also a discussion of how Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) could be made most effective for conserving biodiversity, ensuring food security and maintaining ecosystem services, recognizing that complex biological data are crucial for the ecosystem-based management, generally accepted as an essential contributor to all of these societal benefits.  It was pointed out that climate trends clearly preclude saving every bit of biodiversity, such as coral reefs in areas with high warming and acidification, in the near term.  This calls for very hard, unpopular triage decisions in relation to MPAs.  

Vivian Lutz and Jose Muelbert underscored the importance of empowering local communities (think global, act local) so that the regions hardest hit could take part in the global process.  They pointed out the importance for developing countries’ institutions to enroll in international programs.  “International brands” such as CoML are a recognized advantage when asking for national funding.

When asked what biological data are most important, the participants agreed that the 60+ year time-series from SAPHOS CPRs is a priority and need to be expanded to developing countries and augmented with rapid DNA technologies, as well as physical and chemical data for context. 

The Panel is grateful to Heather Mannix, Ed Urban, and Belen Martin Miguez for organizational help.













