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ABSTRACT

The need for timely access to accurate and reliable satellite based information was stressed as one of the top priorities at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) held in Johannesburg in August 2002.

As a response to this urgency, the Africa Union and European Union launched the “African Monitoring of the Environment for a Sustainable Development” (AMESD) program. This continental-wide project is financed by the European Development Fund to the tune of 21 Million Euro and is destined to the Regional Economic Communities in Africa, namely ECOWAS, IGAD, IOC, CEMAC and SADC. The project is implemented by the African Union and is supported by a Project Management Unit that comprise the Technical Assistance.

AMESD is considered as a continuation of the PUMA program which consisted of the creation of a meteorological network of fifty-three Africa countries equipped with satellite data receiving technology. The main objectives of the project which will last for four years are :

· To improve access by African users to existing basic Earth Observation data.

· To develop regional information services so as to improve decision making process by African institutions
· To strengthen political and policy development frameworks, such as Global Earth Observation (GEO) or Global Monitoring Environment and Security (GMES)- Africa

· To develop human resources through the organisation of trainings, staff exchange, fellowship programs, etc... 

The Mauritius Oceanography Institute (MOI) has been mandated with the implementation of the South West Indian Ocean (SWIO) component of this project. The latter has as overall objectives to help Indian Ocean Commission countries (i.e. Mauritius, Seychelles, Comoros, Madagascar and Reunion) and riparian countries of the Mozambique canal (i.e Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique) to make better use of satellite Ocean Observation data for the monitoring of their marine resources and the definition of their marine policies.

Two kind of operational services that uses satellite ocean observation data will be developed with the strong support of our European partner EUMETSAT:

· one service to help for the management and control of fishing activities and of the fishing resources (mainly Tuna)

· one services to provide regional dataset in physical oceanography and marine climatology

Several EumetCast satellite receiving stations will be installed in the SWIO region so as to put into operation the service.

All these regional project activities will be undertaken by the Mauritius Oceanography Institute (MOI) in collaboration with several regional partners: Fisheries Monitoring Centres, oceanography and fisheries research institutes, meteorological services and ministries of fisheries.
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