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An operational ocean forecasting system has been developed and demonstrated for the entire Mediterranean Sea and its coastal areas. From observations to modeling, the system operationally demonstrates the quality and feasibility of short term ocean forecasts together with end-user applications.

The Mediterranean ocean Forecasting System (MFS) and the Mediterranean Operational Oceanography Network (MOON) designed and implemented the basic operational oceanographic service for the Mediterranean area. In this talk we overview the status of development of the MOON products and services after ten years of development. 

The basin scale system, both for the observing and modeling components, were implemented in three sequential EU-funded projects.  The MOON components are now: 

a) the Real Time-RT satellite and in situ Observing system; 

b) the forecasting system at basin scale and with downscaling in sub-regional and shelf areas, connected to NWP forecasting and ecosystem numerical models; 

c) an information management system for observations/analyses/forecasts production/dissemination/exploitation, also called the Core Service; 

d) end-users applications or Downstream Services. 

MOON coordinates the RT system and the numerical modeling and data assimilation components and it foster the improvements of most of its parts. The regional approach and the sharing of responsibilities makes the effort sustainable and effective. Several applications of the generic forecasting products will be shown.
